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CLEANING UP THE MESS: THE NEED FOR A WASTE
MANAGEMENT POLICY

Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies incl. Migration & Smart
Cities

Hyperconsumption is a curse of our modern times. Humans generate monumental amounts of
waste, a sizeable portion of which is disposed in landfills and through waste-to-energy
incinerators. However, billions of tonnes of garbage, including microplastics, never make it to
landfills or incinerators and end up in the oceans. This garbage chokes marine life and disturbs
zooplankton, which are vital to the elimination of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.

Landfills are seedbeds of methane and other greenhouse gases, which contribute to global
warming. These toxic chemicals poison the soil and their leached run-off makes its way into the
oceans. And while they do generate energy, waste incinerators cause health issues such as
cancer. In India, nearly 60% of the household waste is wet organic waste, with low calorific
value. This makes options such as waste-to-energy incinerators inefficient. We need to design
incinerators that are suited to Indian conditions.

It does seem overwhelming, but there are solutions to the garbage pandemic through the crucial
processes of material recycling and composting. Efficient composting is possible through an
optimal combination of microbes and temperature to produce a nutrient-dense soil conditioner.

Mathangi Swaminathan, in her article in Economic and Political Weekly, sheds light on India’s
broken waste management system. In India, less than 60% of waste is collected from
households and only 15% of urban waste is processed.

There are several problems in India in how waste is treated. First, segregation of waste into
organic, recyclable and hazardous categories is not enforced at source. As a result, mixed
waste lands up in the landfills, where waste-pickers, in hazardous conditions, try to salvage the
recyclables, which are of poor quality and quantity by then. Second, ideally, waste management
should not be offered free of cost to residents. Only if residents pay will they realise the
importance of segregation and recycling. Third, there is the issue of logistical contractors who
are motivated to dump more garbage in landfills as their compensation is proportional to the
tonnage of waste. They are also prone to illegally dump waste at unauthorised sites to reduce
transportation costs. Fourth, and importantly, organic farming and composting are not
economically attractive to the Indian farmer, as chemical pesticides are heavily subsidised, and
the compost is not efficiently marketed.

We need a comprehensive waste management policy that stresses the need for decentralised
garbage disposal practices, This will incentivise private players to participate. Unless these
concerns are addressed, what will we tell our children who inherit this planet? That our greatest
existential challenge, climate change, was also facilitated by garbage?

The writer is based in Chennai

Please enter a valid email address.

India-China dialogue has expanded but the two countries are not on the same page on terror

Join our online subscriber community



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Experience an advertisement-free site with article recommendations tailored for you

Already a user? Sign In

To know more about Ad free news reading experience and subscription Click Here

or Please remove the Ad Blocker

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-04-14

‘SEX ON FALSE PROMISE OF MARRIAGE IS RAPE’
Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Role of Women and Women's Organization

The fact that the victim and her rapist have married other people and gone their separate ways
will not erase the crime. The rapist would still have to answer for his crime, a Bench of Justices
L. Nageswara Rao and M.R. Shah concluded in their recent judgment.

The case concerns the rape of a woman by a government doctor in Chhattisgarh in 2013. The
man had engaged in a physical relationship with her at his home on the promise of marrying her.
At the time of the crime, he was already engaged to marry another woman. He later broke his
promise to the victim.

On the basis of an FIR filed, the man was convicted of rape. The conviction was confirmed by
the High Court. He was sentenced to 10 years of rigorous imprisonment. The apex court was
appealed to.

In his judgment for the Bench, Justice Shah observed that it was clear from the evidence that
the man’s intention was to cheat the victim. She would not have consented to the sexual act had
he not promised her marriage. “It was a clear case of cheating and deception,” the Supreme
Court held.

The court said such incidents were on the rise in modern society.

“Rape is the most morally and physically reprehensible crime in a society, an assault on the
body, mind and privacy of the victim. While a murderer destroys the physical frame of the victim,
a rapist degrades and defiles the soul of a helpless female. Rape reduces a woman to an
animal, as it shakes the very core of her life,” Justice Shah wrote in the judgment.

The court said rape is the “most hated crime”. “It tantamounts to a serious blow to the supreme
honour of a woman, and offends both her esteem and dignity,” the judgment said.

The mere fact that both the victim and her attacker have married separately and moved on does
not erase the horror of what was committed on her. The rapist must face the consequences of
the crime.

The court, however, reduced his sentence to seven years’ imprisonment.
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CITIES AT CROSSROADS: SMALL SHOWS THE WAY
Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies incl. Migration & Smart

Cities
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The writer is chairperson of Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations
(ICRIER) and former chairperson of the high-powered expert committee on urban infrastructure
and services.

Patel is member, Supreme Court committee on solid waste management

In our previous two columns, we shared the positive news on how solid waste is being managed
in many small towns and some medium cities like Vellore. On learning that the Commissionerate
of Municipal Administration (CMA) of Tamil Nadu has been very active in providing an enabling
environment for such transformation, we decided to look for state-wide initiatives that may be
driving this change.

Tamil Nadu is the most urbanised state in India with 48.5 per cent of its population living in
urban areas. The CMA has under its purview all Municipal Corporations (11 in number) other
than Chennai and all 125 municipalities.

We find that not only did the CMA work on getting the Solid Waste Management Policy for Tamil
Nadu in place in July 2018 but it worked hard to ensure that there is state-wide progress in
compliance with the Solid Waste Management Rules 2016. While directorates of Municipal
Administration are present in a number of states, it is clear that CMA has used its powers well in
facilitating the much- needed change in the municipal system of solid waste management in
Tamil Nadu.

READ | Challenge of managing solid waste in our cities requires community engagement

One important reason they have been able to create a framework of implementation and enforce
it down the line, is because the Commissioner CMA, G Prakash had an undisturbed tenure of
four-and-a-half years. He was shifted only recently as Commissioner Chennai because of the
Election Code. This is a very important lesson for all states. Officers must have long postings if
they are to deliver. In many states the average length of a posting for an IAS officer is 1.5 years.
The fact that Commissioner, CMA is also Chairman, Swachh Bharat Mission Urban, has also
helped.

READ | Small town, cleaner future

The two significant features of the policy are one, decentralised processing of waste, and two,
bio-mining to address the challenges of legacy waste, that is, the garbage hills which have
become an unfortunate hallmark of Indian cities. We cover decentralised processing in this
column. Building awareness in the community has been a critical feature of the strategy of
decentralised processing.

In implementation, first and foremost, they have insisted on door-to-door collection of unmixed
waste, and also ensuring that wastes remain unmixed all along the route of collection,
transportation and processing because of detailed micro planning at every stage.
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User charges (starting from Rs 20 per month for households) are added every six months to the
property tax, for which the urban local bodies (ULBs) are achieving 80-100 per cent collection
success. Bulk waste generators (8,000 in number and generating 10-15 per cent of the total
waste) across the state also pay user charges for collection of their dry waste, while they are
required to manage their own wet waste.

Compared with a goal of 100 per cent door-to-door collection by December 31, 2018, the actual
performance was 92 per cent for corporations and 85 per cent for municipalities. Similarly,
compared with a goal for collecting waste segregated at source of 100 per cent by March 31, the
actual achievement was 52 per cent for corporations and 62 per cent for municipalities.

By collecting dry waste only on Wednesdays, households are encouraged to set aside this
waste and put out only wet waste for daily collection. Most importantly, if waste is handed over
without segregation, it is laid bare on a plastic sheet at the doorstep of the household, while the
waste collectors sort the waste in front of one and all. A good way of naming and shaming. This
is followed by a counselling session and then a penalty if the offence is repeated.

Close to 3,000 communicators have been employed to work under 230 supervisors to make
face to face contact with individual defaulters and explain to them the importance of segregation
and ensure that it happens at source. Young girls who have completed their schooling are
recruited at a monthly wage of Rs 12,000 per month. They have to visit 200 households at least
once a week and keep a register of visits. The registers are randomly cross checked with the
residents by their supervisors.

In order to achieve better efficiency and also lend dignity and safety to waste collectors, push
carts and tricycles which were used to transport the waste have been replaced with battery-
operated vehicles (E vehicles) and light commercial vehicles. Since there is no secondary
transport, there are no street bins, no transfer points, no black spots, and fuel saving as a
bonus.

Most of the door-to-door collection is done by municipal workers. The collected and well
segregated waste is taken to the microcomposting centres (MCCs) where municipal workers or
in some cases private contractors separately handle both wet and dry waste.

The state has installed 700 plus MCCs of up to 4.8 tonne capacity each, using funds from the
Swachh Bharat Mission. There are also many more OCCs (on-site composting centres) in parks,
compounds of ULB offices, each composting the wet waste from up to 250 surrounding houses.
The technology used for composting is simple and time-tested, and has been perfected by V
Murugesan, Regional Executive Engineer at the CMA. The electricity costs are borne by the
ULBs.

There was the usual protest and filing of legal cases against installing MCCs in parks and public
places, but the Madras High Court has lent its unambiguous support by stating that “interests of
individuals/sangam/society may not come in the way of the interest and welfare of the public.”

The doorstep collectors as well as MCC workers get the proceeds of whatever waste is sorted
and sold. It usually amounts to Rs 1200 per month, which is a little over 10 per cent of their
monthly wages. Farmers are encouraged to come and pick up compost free from the MCCs.

The CMA has also performed a national service by conducting a primary survey to estimate the
volume of municipal solid waste in their jurisdiction. They conducted a first-of-its-kind statewide
survey (excluding Chennai) of waste generation over a period of ten days, weighing all waste
received at MCCs from ULBs – large and small. The waste came from nearly 47 lakh
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households belonging to all income groups. The survey showed that waste per capita per day is
in the range of 250-300 grams for Municipalities and 320-375 grams for Municipal Corporations.

The estimates from the CMA survey provide a benchmark, which is much lower than the
commonly used estimates of municipal solid waste across the country. This is not surprising
since the system of paying a tipping fee by weight for solid waste collection provides a perverse
incentive for transporters to add debris and water to increase the weight of the waste. These
estimates also show that the difference in waste generated between large and small ULBs is not
very high. However, with changing lifestyle and rapid growth, the gap may well widen in the
years to come.

The transformation of the municipal solid waste scenario in Tamil Nadu highlights the
importance of a systems approach and the role of human leadership. The good news is that
Chennai may follow in the footsteps of the rest of the state in moving towards decentralised
processing of waste. This should set a good example for others to follow.

Ahluwalia is chairperson, Indian Council for Research on International Economic
Relations (ICRIER), and Patel is member, Supreme Court committee on solid waste
management
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GENDER BENDERS
Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Role of Women and Women's Organization
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The Indian Army has taken a small — and long overdue — step on the road to gender equity by
deciding to induct women soldiers in the military police. Till now, women had been allowed in
select corps of the army such as medical, legal and engineering as officers. The military police
are tasked with maintaining order in army establishments and cantonments, handling prisoners
of war, among other duties. With 1,700 women inducted in the corps, the tiny proportion of
women in the army — less than four per cent — might not get a substantial boost. But in a
country where the number of women in the workforce has plunged alarmingly in recent years,
this is at least one door of opportunity yanked open.

That’s still short, however, of what a progressive armed force in 2019 should aim for — full parity
between men and women, including in combat roles. Armies of Israel, America, Australia,
Denmark, among others, are already there, having pitchforked women soldiers into the frontline
and found them as capable as men. In India, the debate over the role of women has often
tripped on cultural vetoes, which are often nothing but patriarchal squeamishness in disguise.
There is the argument made that the rank and file of Indian men, often drawn from conservative
social pools, will refuse to fight side by side with women. That is simply imagining an element of
wilfulness in Indian soldiers that does no credit to a disciplined force like the army. Quibbles
about biology or the imagined impediment of parenthood are too antiquarian to be admitted in
2019. Societies and their inherent structures do shape institutions; but the converse is equally
true. Hard, progressive decisions also have the power to bend institutions towards equity. The
Indian Army, with its rich, varied history and diverse composition, is up to such challenges. The
logic of this decision, therefore, must be followed through — and not get tangled in the usual
tokenism. A roadmap to induct women across the board, across roles and ranks in the Indian
army, must be drawn up — with definite deadlines.

Valour, heroism and honour are aspirations that have driven human imagination through the
ages. But the thrill and pride of war has been exclusively a man’s domain — though enough
women warriors have turned up in history to contest that logic. The young Indian woman, vested
with the uniform, too, is ready to claim that full range of human potential, whether it is the
responsibility of violence or the code of the soldier’s life. True, the internal structures of the Army
might rumble and resist the change. But that’s a battle well worth fighting.
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